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Welcome! Weôre glad youôre here! Use the chat 

box to introduce yourselves. Let us know:

ü Your first name

üWhere youôre joining us from



Double Take: 
White House or Not? 

January 28, 2021

Kristi Finefield, Reference Specialist
Prints & Photographs Division
Library of Congress



Look Closely 

ÅLook closely, front and back. 

ÅZoom in on details, if digital.

ÅDescribe what you see. 

ÅTake note of unusual features. 

ÅTake note of what's present and what's missing.
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What do you see in this photo? 
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Mirza Ali Kuli Khan & wife. Photo by Bain News Service, 1913 May 28. 
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/ggbain.13137

Horse & carriage
Title ςnames of people

Fancy/formal 
clothes, furs

date

White House

outdoors

foreign?

married 
couple

Arriving or 
departing from a 
place

hats

unsmiling

medals

http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/ggbain.13137


Seek and explore context

Read accompanying information: 

Åon the object, 

Åin the catalog description, and 

Åabout the collection, if known.

Consider the sources of information that came with 
the photograph. Are they reliable?
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Bibliographic Record in the Prints & 
Photographs Online Catalog
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George Grantham Bain Collection



Is this the White House or not? 

None of the current info we 
have answers this question. 

What would you do next? 



Seek and explore context

ÅSeek out related photographs ςby subject matter, 
time period, collection. Use these photos to 
question assumptions made at first glance.

ÅSearch for textual info in newspapers, periodicals, 
etc.
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Find related photographs

Easter Egg Rolling, White House. Photo by Harris & Ewing, 1914. 
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/hec.03961


